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Awards 
 
2022 
1. Chan-Zuckerberg Science Diversity Leadership Award 
2. Matthew Pecot Fellowship from the McKnight Foundation 
3. Pew Foundation Biomedical Scholars 
4. HHMI Gilliam Fellowship 
 
2021 
1. Metcalf Cup and Prize for Excellence in Teaching, BU’s highest university-wide prize 
2. Quad-L Early Career Award from the University of New Mexico 
 
2020 
1. College of Arts and Sciences, Templeton Award for Excellence in Student Advising and Mentoring 
 
2019 
1. PECASE: Presidential Early Career Award Scientists & Engineers 
2. NIH Director’s Transformative R01 Research Award 
 
2018 
1. Selected as 1 of 14 Emerging Scholars by Diverse Issues in Higher Education. 
2. McKnight Memory and Cognitive Disorders Award 
 
2016 
1. NIH Early Independence Award (DP5) 
2. NARSAD Young Investigator Award 
3. Gordon Research Conference Travel Award 
4. American College of Neuropsychopharmacology Travel Award 
 
2015 
1. Forbes 30 innovators under the age of 30 award, in the area of Science and Technology 
2. National Geographic Breakthrough Explorer 
3. Office of the Dean for Graduate Education Diversity Fellowship 
4. Science News’ Top 10 Bright Young Minds 
5. Science magazine’s Breakthrough of the Year, runners up for memory manipulation 



 
2014 
1. Smithsonian magazine’s 2014 American Ingenuity Award, in the area of the Natural Sciences 
2. Top 30 thinkers under the age of 30, Pacific Standard Magazine 
 
2013 
1. Technology Review TR35: World’s Top 35 Innovators under the Age of 35 award 
2. Walle Nauta Award for Continuing Dedication to Teaching at MIT 
3. Science paper voted “Top 10 discoveries of 2013” by La Recherche, France 
4. Science article proclaimed as Top 10 Most Viewed by F1000 
 
2012 
1. Angus MacDonald Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching at MIT 
2. Nature article classified as Best of the Best and Most Viewed by F1000 
3. Best Abstract Award granted by the Molecular and Cellular Program at MIT 
 
 
Invited Talks (representative) 
2023 
1. Winter Conference of Neural Plasticity 
2. EPFL  
3. Pew Foundation 
4. McKnight Foundation 
5. Hippocampus Spring Meeting 
6. University of Alabama 
7. MIT  
8. Texas A&M 
9. University of Wisconsin  
10. Department of Defense, Office of Naval Research 
11. Society for Neuroscience  
12. University of Virginia  
13. McLean Hospital 
14. MGH 
15. Boston University’s Matriculation  
16. Boston University’s RISE program 
17. Learning and Memory, University of California Irvine 
 
2022 
1. COSYNE 
2. Society of Biological Psychiatry 
3. MIT Picower Institute  
4. Gordon Optogenetics 
5. Emory University 
 
2021 
1) Rutgers University 
2) University of Richmond 
3) University of Birmingham 
4) University of New Mexico 
5) Rice University 
6) EPFL 
7) Stanford University 
8) UCSD 
9) Princeton University 
10) Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
11) FENS 
12) UT Southwestern 
 
2020 
1) Society of Biological Psychiatry 
2) Society for Neuroscience 
3) Gordon Research Conference on Optogenetics  
4) Federation of European Neuroscience Societies 
5) NIH High Risk High Reward Symposium 
6) McKnight Foundation Symposium 
7) National Geographic Explorers’ Symposium 
8) Charles River Association For Memory 
9) Columbia University 
10) Pavlovian Society 
11) Northeastern University 
12) Faculty for Undergraduates in Neuroscience (FUN) 



13) MIT 
14) University of Rochester 
15) Columbia University 
 
2019 
1) University of California, Irvine 
2) Albany College of Medicine 
3) Tufts University  
4) Stanford University 
5) Boston University 
6) Toronto, HEB70 
7) Boston University UROP / SURF Program 
8) NIH 
9) Dixie College 
10) University of Calgary  
11) Weston High School  
12) Boston University IACUC Seminar 
13) Gordon Conference, Amygdala 
14) Boston University Orientation Seminar 
15) National Geographic Explorer’s Symposium 
16) Society for Neuroscience, Chicago  
17) NIDA 
18) Stanford University 
19) Boston University Clinical Psychology  
20) ACNP 
 
2018 
1) Chair: Winter Conference on the Neurobiology of Learning and Memory. January 
2) Columbia University, NY. January 
3) University of Michigan, MI. February 
4) Columbia University, NY. March 
5) Chair: International Conference on Learning and Memory, Irivine, California. April 
6) National Geographic, DC. May  
7) Mount Sinai, NY. June 
8) Keynote Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, NY. June 
9) Max Plank Institute, Germany. June 
10) National Geographic, DC. June 
11) Gordon Research Conference, Optogenetics, ME. July 
12) University of Calgary, Canada. September  
 
2017 
1) Winter Neural Plasticity, Grenada, January 
2) Georgetown University, Washington DC 
3) University of California, Irvine, Kavli Symposium. February 
4) Society of Biological Psychiatry, CA. May 
5) Brandeis University, MA. May 
6) Harvard University, MA. May 
7) National Geographic, Washington DC. June 
8) Boston Area Neuroscience Group, MA. June 
9) National Geographic Symposium, Washington DC. June 
10) University of Bordeaux, France. June 
11) University of Toronto, CA. June 
12) Boston University, MA. July 
13) University of Calgary, CA. October 
14) University of Alabama, Birmingham. AL. October 
15) University of Washington, November 
16) University of Colorado, Boulder. November 
 
2016 
1) University of Massachusetts, Boston. April 
2) MIT Museum, Cambridge Science Festival. April 
3) UC Berkeley, The Berkeley Forum, CA. Fall 
4) National Geographic, Explorers Symposium, Washington DC, June. 
5) Boston University, July. 
6) Chair: European Biological Psychiatry Society, Netherlands. September 
7) NIH, MD. October 
8) Dartmouth College, NH. October 
9) Northeastern University, MA. October 
10) Society for Neuroscience, Mini-symposium, CA. November 



11) American College of Neuropsychopharmacology, FL. December 
 
2015 
1) Society for Biological Psychiatry, Toronto. May 
2) NIH, Behavioral and Social Sciences Research 20th Anniversary, MD. June 
3) University of Rhode Island, Neuroscience Seminar Series, RI. June 
4) National Geographic Society, Breakthrough Explorers, MD. June 
5) McLean Hospital Neuroscience Seminar Series, August 
6) NIMH, New Discoveries in Mental Health Research seminar series, MD. September 
7) Harvard University, Center for Brain Science, MA. October 
8) National Geographic, London, England. October 
9) Kahn Annual Lecture in Neuroscience, Smith College, MA. November 
 
2014 
1) University College London, Affective Brain Lab Seminar Series, January 
2) National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirapalli, India. Pragyan: Techno-management Festival, February 
3) Janssen, Spain (Johnson & Johnson Co): Medical Affairs Department, March 
4) Keynote Speaker: Atlanta’s Neuroscience Education and Training Program, Center for Behavioral Neuroscience, March 
5) Cambridge Science Festival, MA. April 
6) Harvard University, Department of Neurobiology, MA. September 
7) FENS 2014, Connectomics workshop, University Bordeaux, France. September 
8) NIH Blueprint-ENDURE, Washington D.C., November 
 
2013 
1. University of Pennsylvania, Department of Biological Chemistry, PA. December 
2. Columbia University, Department of Neuroscience, NY. December 
3. Molecular Cellular and Cognition Society, CA. November 
4. EmTech, Neuroengineering: The Future is Now, MA. October 
5. MIT’s Picower Institute Summer Retreat, MA. May 
 
2012 
1. Boston University, College of Arts and Sciences, Program in Neuroscience, MA. March 
2. Boston University, Center for Memory and Brain, MA. April 
3. MIT, Integrated Neuronal Systems Conference, MA. June 
4. MIT, Picower Institute Seminar Series, MA. May 
5. MIT, Picower Institute Summer Retreat, MA. June 
 
2010 
1. Commencement Speaker: Boston University's Program in Neuroscience 
2. Boston University, Annual SURF symposium, MA. May 
3. Boston University, Annual UROP symposium, MA. May 
 

Outreach and Media (representative) 
 
2022 
1) Univision Podcast with Latino Scientists 
2) Café RE Podcast series 
 
2021 
1) Featured in Boston University’s BU Today 
2) 1907 Foundation Mental Health Panel 
3) Increasing Diversity in STEM Boston University Virtual workshop 
 
2020 
1) Story Collider 
2) Bad Science 
 
2019 
1) Boston University BU Today 
2) Boston University Podcast Series 
3) National Geographic Explorer’s Symposium 
 
2018 
1) NPR Science Fridays  
2) National Geographic Explorer’s Symposium  
3) Science on Film Series 
4) Science on Tap  
 



2017 
1)  Bunker Hill Community College, Careers in Science panel 
2)  Podcast: Science(ish) for Radio Wolfgang 
3)  National Geograpic Explorer’s Symposium  
4)  Cambridge Science Festival   
 
2016 
1) Science Media and Awards Summit 2016 
2) National Geographic Explorer’s Symposium 
3) NPR Science Fridays 
 
2015 
1) Featured on National Geographic’s Breakthrough 
2) Featured on PBS’s Nova Science Memory Hackers 
 
2014 
1) TEDxBoston, October 
2) Loomis Chaffee High School keynote speaker on memory, November 
 
2013 
1) TED, invited speaker 
2) NPR Science Fridays guest discussing memory manipulation 
3) Featured on the Science channel’s Through the Wormhole with Morgan Freeman 
4) Featured on the television series The Dose with Dr. Billy 
5) Invited AMA on reddit to discuss false memories 
6) Co-host at MIT Museum's Living in the Future lecture series 
7) Science article covered in New York Times, BBC, Forbes, Guardian, CNN, Time, The Economist, Washington Post, 
The Boston Globe, Nova Science 
8) WBUR 90.9 science segment guest speaker on memory manipulation 
9) Digital Village radio show: Los Angeles, guest speaker on false memories 
 
2012 
1) Nature article covered in New York Times, BBC, CNN, Time, Scientific American, New Scientist, and Nova Science 
2) Featured on the Discovery Channel for memory research 

 
Teaching  

2020-2023 
1. PS/NE337, Memory Systems (undergraduate), Boston University 
 2. PS/NE 531, Imagining and Manipulating Memories (undergraduate and graduate), Boston university 
 
2019 
1. PS/NE504, Contemporary Trends in Neuroscience, Memory Engrams, (undergraduate and graduate), Boston University 
2. PS/NE337, Memory Systems (undergraduate), Boston University 
 
2014 
1. Neuroscience and Hollywood (undergraduate), Tufts University 
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